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Section 2. The power of the several States is unimpaired by this article except that the operation of State laws shall be suspended to the extent necessary to give effect to legislation enacted by the Congress.

This proposed grant of authority, if ever ratified by three-fourths of the States, will become a part of the Constitution of the United States. It does not contain or require legislation, or establish standards to which legislation must conform, but gives Congress the right or power to act within a designated scope of authority and leaves the States free to pass and enforce laws which do not conflict with the national standards which may be established by Congress.

When this amendment was brought before the states for ratification a strong campaign of opposition was launched, one of the chief antagonists being the National Association of Manufacturers. By 1939 only twenty-eight of the thirty-six states necessary had ratified the amendment.

The codes of the National Recovery Administration of 1933 and 1934 tended to decrease the employment of minors in many industries. See U. S. HISTORY, NEW DEAL.

An important event in the field of child welfare was the White House Conference on Child Health and Protection, Washington, D. C., Nov. 19-22, 1930. It was a gathering of medical men, sociologists and social workers in an effort to co-ordinate all the conflicting and overlapping agencies for child welfare and to formulate a program for the future. The conference adopted a i9-point 'bill of rights* for the American child, listing the minimum services to which every child has the right, for its development and protection. This was the third conference of its kind, the first being called by President Roosevelt in 1909, from which the Children's Bureau originated, and the second, called by President Wilson in 1919, recommended the enactment of the Sheppard-Towner law for Federal aid to state programs for maternal and child-health, and also urged the adoption of the unsuccessful child labor amendment.

In the long campaign for child labor and compulsory-education laws in America, and for an intelligent public understanding of the nature and extent of the child-labor evil, the National Child Labor Committee, since its organization in 1904, has taken a leading part. Its work is supported by the contributions of its members in all the States of the Union. It publishes numerous pamphlets and

reports and a monthly bulletin, The American Child. The Mass. Child Labor Committee, the N. Y. Labor Committee, and similar organizations in some other States, also conduct research and publicity. The Federal Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 practically brought an end to the employment of children under 16 years of age by manufacturing concerns having an output of products for shipment in interstate commerce. Under the impetus of war production, the number of workers of age 14-18 climbed from 900,000 April, 1940 to 3,000,-ooo in 1942.

Consult the various publications of the Children's Bureau; pamphlets and reports of the Child Labor Committee, New York City ; Loughran, Historical Development of Child Labor Legislation in the United States (1921) ; Child Labor Laws and Child Labor Facts (1929).

Children, Crippled. While crippled children have always received attention in general hospitals, there were no special institutions for their care in the United States prior to the establishment of the New York Orthopaedic Dispensary and Hospital in 1863. The New York Hospital for the Ruptured and Crippled was founded in 1866, and the Children's House of the Home for Incurables, in Philadelphia, in 1867. Other institutions were subsequently opened. There are now State institutions for crippled children, or provisions for the medical and surgical treatment of such, in many states. Educational and vocational training is carried out in classes conducted in hospitals, in private schools, and in special classes in day schools. The National Society for Crippled Children was formed in 1921.

Consult E. G. Reeves' Care and Education of Crippled Children in the- United States (1914).

Children, Cruelty to. The first agency for the protection of children was organized in New York in 1874 and since that time over 500 similar societies have been instituted throughout the wor-ld, thousands of children have been rescued, and through their efforts many laws have been enacted for the protection of children.

Children, Delinquent. Up to the year 1823 it was customary to speak of 'juvenile crime' and 'juvenile criminals.' The delinquent child was regarded as an enemy to the State, and was tried for his crimes and sentenced to prison like adult criminals. In 1824 the New York House of Refuge was established upon a new principle. The child was